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BY wondrous liberality The Sage attained to victory, Such was his chosen armoury ! Mara, by all his host attended, With thousand flashing swords defended, On his war-elephant so proudly seated. In panoply of steel, the Sage defeated. Be yours his glorious victory, And yours its ample blessing be !
This stanza refers to tho legendary attempts by Mara, King of Death and Lord of Hell, to prevent Gautama the Buddha eluding his realm by passing to Nirvana, from the ' conditioned ' to tho l unconditioned' state.
Tho story is told with much elaborate detail in the Lalita Vistara, an early Sanskrit poem belonging probably to the first century of our era. The fixing of the date of this poem is most important, as many of the so-called parallels between the Buddhist and the Christian stories are drawn from this source. Professor Rhys Davids compares tho Lalita Vistara to the Paradise poems of Milton, . o. it is not history so much as allegory and legend.
Tho story goes that Mara and tho Sago had a wordy duel as to the relative merit obtained by them : ' What evidence is there, 0 Siddartha,' asked the Evil One, ' that you have given alms ?' Whereupon the Sago called upon the earth to bear him witness, and she replied with a roar so terrible that even M'ara's war-elephant, Mountain-girdled, fell at the Sago's foot.
Tho Buddhist estimate of the relative worth of tho Buddha and tho gods is brought out in the account of Mara's onslaught, which was so terrible that tho gods in attendance upon the Buddha fled in dismay, whilsttho Sago sat unmoved.
II
By patience and tranquillity (Such was his chosen panoply) The Sage achieved the victory. Alavaka, the demon dread,